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COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIUM, SYSTEM
AND METHOD OF PROVIDING
DOMAIN-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

FIELD

The present disclosure is generally related to speech-based
systems, and more particularly, to systems configured to per-
form complex inquiry processing based on speech-based
inputs.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, interactive voice response systems allow
users to access financial data (such as credit card information
associated with a particular credit card company, bank
account data associated with a particular bank, etc.), enter-
prise phone directories, help desk information, and so on.
Such systems are generally configured to assist a user to
achieve a pre-defined goal in a particular domain. Such sys-
tems are domain specific in that they allow the user to retrieve
pre-defined categories of information related to a particular
business entity, such as a balance of minutes associated with
a cellular phone subscriber account or a credit balance asso-
ciated with a particular user’s credit card account. These type
of interactive voice response systems are enterprise specific
(domain-specific).

In recent years, many corporations implemented secure
web site access to allow users to access account information
through a secure socket layer connection over the Internet.
With respect to a credit card company for example, such
connections can be accessed by a user to view recent trans-
action information, available credit, usage data, and so on.
Typically, such information is accessed by a user through an
Internet browser application executing on a computing
device, such as a smart phone, a portable computing device
(laptop, tablet computer, etc.), or other computing device
configured to execute processor-readable instructions.

Recently, Apple Inc. of Cupertino, Calif. has introduced a
Siri® software application that operates on the Apple
iPhone®. Siri® stands for “Speech Interpretation and Rec-
ognition Interface” and is a software application that is
designed to be an intelligent personal assistant and knowl-
edge navigator. Siri® uses a natural language user interface to
answer questions, make recommendations, and perform
actions by delegating requests to a set of web services.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, a computer readable medium embodies
instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the
processor to retrieve domain-specific data. The instructions,
when executed, cause the processor to perform a method
including receiving text corresponding to a natural language
request from a device associated with a user, retrieving
account data corresponding to the user based on the text, and
determining a query based on the text and a domain based on
the account data. The instructions further cause the processor
to retrieve data from the domain using the query and the
account data and to provide at least some of the data to the
device.

In another embodiment, a system includes an output inter-
face, a transceiver configured to communicate with a net-
work, a processor coupled to the transceiver and to the output
interface, and a memory coupled to the processor. The
memory is configured to store instructions that, when
executed by the processor, cause the processor to convert an
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audio input into text, determine a query for a particular
domain from a plurality of domains based on the text, and
determine authentication information for the particular
domain in response to determining the query. The memory is
further configured to store instructions that, when executed,
cause the processor to transmit the query and the authentica-
tion information to the particular domain through the network
to retrieve data corresponding to the text from the particular
domain and to provide at least a portion of the data to the
output interface.

In still another embodiment, a method includes receiving
text corresponding to a natural language request from a
device associated with a user and retrieving account data
corresponding to the user based on the text. The method
further includes determining a domain from a plurality of
domains based on the account data and a query from a plu-
rality of queries based on the text, retrieving data from the
domain using the query and the account data, and providing at
least some of the data to the device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system
configured to provide domain-specific information.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a second embodiment of a
system configured to provide domain-specific information.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method of
providing domain-specific information using a portable com-
puting device, such as a smart phone.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a second embodiment of a
method of providing domain-specific information using a
server configured to communicate with a portable computing
device, such as a smart phone.

In the following discussion, the same reference numbers
are used in the various embodiments to indicate the same or
similar elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of systems, computing devices, and meth-
ods are described below that are configured to allow a user to
interact with multiple domain-specific systems (i.e. systems
associated with a particular enterprise, such as a particular
credit card or bank system) to retrieve account information
without having to dial in to an interactive voice response
server and without having to visit a website. In an example,
the computing device is configured to receive a voice request
and to retrieve account information from one or more
domain-specific accounts in response to the voice request.

In one example, a server is provided that is configured to
store information related to the user’s financial accounts, such
as credit card accounts, bank accounts, and the like, providing
a one-stop location for the user to retrieve account informa-
tion from various accounts associated with different compa-
nies. For example, the server is configured to receive a request
from a portable device associated with the user, to determine
account information associated with the user based on a
received request, to retrieve data associated with the user’s
account, optionally to process the data, and then to transmit
the data to the user’s device.

In a particular example, the user can turn on his smart
phone and ask the phone for his last five credit card transac-
tions for a specific credit card. The smart phone converts the
speech into text and accesses an application that is configured
to send a request related to the text to the server. In response
to the request, the server determines the user’s account infor-



US 9,361,878 B2

3

mation and communicates with a domain-specific system
associated with the specific credit card to retrieve the trans-
action data. In some instances, the server processes the trans-
action data to extract the specific information based on the
request and returns the specific information to the user’s
smart phone. In other instances, the server returns the trans-
action data to the smart phone and the smart phone processes
the transaction data to extract the specific information using
the application. The smart phone can then provide the specific
information to the user, either through the display or audibly
by converting the specific information to an audio signal
(text-to-speech) for reproduction through a speaker of the
smart phone.

In some instances, the smart phone may store user account
data including instructions executable by a processor of the
smart phone to access domain-specific account information
in a local memory and to communicate with a domain-spe-
cific server to retrieve account information, such as (for
example) a last five credit card transactions for a particular
credit card. The smart phone may then present the account
information to the user through a display or through a speaker.
One example of a system to provide domain-specific infor-
mation is described below with respect to FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a system
100 configured to provide domain-specific information. Sys-
tem 100 includes a data retrieval system 102 coupled to a
portable communications device 104 and to one or more
domain-specific systems 108, 110, and 112 through a com-
munications network 106. Portable communications device
104 can be a laptop or tablet computer, a smart phone, a
personal digital assistant, or some other computing device.

Portable communications device 104 includes a network
transceiver 114 configured to communicate with communi-
cations network 106. Portable communications device 104
further includes a processor 116 coupled to network trans-
ceiver 114, to a user interface 118 (such as a keypad, display,
ortouch screen interface), and to amemory 120. Additionally,
portable communications device 104 includes a microphone
115 coupled to processor 116 to provide a signal related to an
audio input. In an example, the microphone 115 includes an
analog-to-digital converter. In another example, portable
communications device 104 includes an analog-to-digital
converter between microphone 115 and processor 116. Addi-
tionally, portable communications device 104 includes a
speaker 117 coupled to processor 116 and configured to pro-
duce an audible output.

Memory 120 stores speech-to-text converter instructions
122 that, when executed, cause processor 116 to convert
audio data from microphone 115 into a natural language text
input. Memory 120 also stores application selection logic 124
that, when executed, causes processor 116 to select an appli-
cation based on the natural language text input. In one
example, speech-to-text converter instructions 122 and appli-
cation selection logic 124 may be implemented by a single
application. In a particular example, portable communica-
tions device 104 can be an iPhone® executing Siri® by Apple
Inc. of Cupertino, Calif. In this particular instance, Siri®
would operate to convert the spoken request, to select the
financial services application 126 in response to the spoken
request, and to present the account data results to the user.

Memory 120 further includes a financial services applica-
tion 126 and other applications 128. Memory 120 also
includes voice recognition software 130 that can be executed
by the processor 116 to authenticate the voice pattern of a
particular user. Financial services application 126, when
selected by application selection logic 124 and executed by
processor 116, causes processor 116 to access user data 132
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(for example, to retrieve account login information, such as
account number and password data associated with a sub-
scriber account of data retrieval system 102) and to commu-
nicate a request including at least a portion of the user data
132 to data retrieval system 102.

Data retrieval system 102 includes a network transceiver
134 configured to couple to communications network 106.
Data retrieval system 102 further includes a processor 136
coupled to network transceiver 134 and to a memory 138.
Memory 138 includes data retrieval logic 140 that, when
executed, causes processor 136 to receive the request, to
retrieve subscriber data 144 associated with the user in
response to receiving the request, and to retrieve domain-
specific retrieval data 142 based on the request. Subscriber
data 144 may include account login information for a plural-
ity of account holders as well as subscriber login data for the
particular user to login to data retrieval system 102. In a
particular example, subscribers may login and register one or
more accounts with data retrieval system 102, configuring
his/her subscriber account with data retrieval system and
populating subscriber specific account information stored in
subscriber data 144. Such account data can include account
numbers, domain-specific information, login information
(such as password or pin data), and other information for
accessing the particular domain-specific system 108, 110, or
112.

Domain-specific retrieval data 142 may include an address
for accessing a particular domain-specific system 108 (such
as a uniform resource locator (URL), an Internet Protocol (IP)
address, or some other address. Domain specific retrieval data
142 may also include data needed to authenticate a user to the
domain-specific system 108 and/or to navigate particular
selection options in order to retrieve the account data associ-
ated with the request. Subscriber data 144 includes account
information associated with multiple subscribers. For a par-
ticular subscriber, subscriber data 144 includes account infor-
mation for each account registered by a particular subscriber,
the account number, the financial institution that holds the
account, and authentication information (e.g., username,
password, pin, or other authentication information).

Data retrieval logic 140, when executed, further causes
processor 136 to retrieve account data from one of domain-
specific systems 108, 110, and 112 using the subscriber data
144 and the domain-specific retrieval data 142. Data retrieval
logic 140 causes processor 136 to access the records of one of
the domain-specific systems 108, 110 or 112 associated with
the user to gather account data. In an example, data retrieval
logic 140 may cause processor 136 to scrape account data
from a web page of a particular domain-specific system.
Further, data retrieval logic 140, when executed by processor
136, can optionally cause processor 136 to extract specific
information from the retrieved data according to the request
and to transmit the specific information to portable commu-
nications device 104 through network 106. Otherwise, data
retrieval logic 140 causes processor 136 to provide the
retrieved account data to portable communications device
104.

In general, system 100 enables the user to access his/her
financial account information using portable communica-
tions device 104, which can communicate with data retrieval
system 102 to acquire the data and which can communicate
the data to the user in a suitable format (i.e., audible output or
visual display). In a particular example, the user speaks a
request for account information associated with one of the
domain-specific systems 108, 110, and 112. One example of
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a request could be “What were my last five deposits in my
checking account?”” Another example could be “Tell me my
four visa transactions.”

In response to the spoken request, portable communica-
tions device 104 uses speech-to-text converter 122 to convert
the spoken request to text and accesses application selection
logic 124 to determine which application to use based on the
text. If the spoken request involves accessing an account of a
domain-specific system (such as a credit card, bank, or some
other enterprise), application selection logic 124 accesses
financial services application 126, which accesses user data
132 to retrieve login information associated with data
retrieval system 102 and possibly data identifying the type of
account or related information. Processor 116 uses financial
services application 126 to generate a request, which includes
the login information for data retrieval system 102 from user
data 132 and which includes data related to the text derived
from the spoken request, and to send the request to data
retrieval system 102.

Data retrieval system 102 receives the request from por-
table communications device 104. In response to the request,
data retrieval system 102 authenticates the login information
from the request and accesses the subscriber data 144 based
on the login information. Further, data retrieval system 102
uses data retrieval logic 140 to determine domain specific
retrieval data 142 and account data from subscriber data 144
in order to access the particular domain-specific system 108,
110, or 112 based on the request. In an example, data retrieval
system 102 may uses data from subscriber data 144 and from
domain specific retrieval logic 142 to access domain-specific
system 108 to retrieve account data associated with the sub-
scriber, to scrape the account data, to generate an output
including at least a portion of the account data, and to send the
output to portable communications device 104.

Portable communications device 104 receives the output
from data retrieval system 102. In response to receiving the
output, portable communications device 104 may present the
output as text to a display portion of user interface 118.
Alternatively, processor 116 may execute instructions (not
shown) to convert the output into an audible output for repro-
duction by speaker 117. Thus, the user can speak to the
portable communications device and, in response to the spo-
ken request, receive account specific information from one or
more domain-specific systems.

It should be understood that the domain-specific systems
108, 110, and 112 may be accessed differently from one
another, both in terms of the login process and in terms of how
to retrieve the data after a successful login. Accordingly,
domain specific retrieval data 142 includes data related to the
retrieval process for each specific account.

While the above-example uses a data retrieval system 102
to access particular domain-specific systems 108, 110, and
112, in an alternative embodiment, portable communications
device 104 can be configured to communicate directly with
domain-specific systems 108, 110, and/or 112. One possible
implementation of such a system is described below with
respect to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a second embodiment of a
system 200 configured to provide domain-specific informa-
tion. In this example, system 200 includes all of the elements
of'system 100 in FIG. 1, except that data retrieval system 102
is omitted, and data retrieval logic 140 and domain-specific
retrieval data 142 are moved from the memory of data
retrieval system 102 to the memory 120 of portable commu-
nication device 104.

In this instance, data retrieval logic 140 and domain-spe-
cific retrieval data 142 are utilized by processor 116 to access
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a selected one of the domain-specific systems 108, 110, and
112 based on the output of the speech-to-text converter appli-
cation 122. In particular, the user can provide a spoken
request to portable communications device 104, which is
converted into text and which is used by financial services
application 126, in conjunction with domain specific retrieval
data 142 and data retrieval logic 140 to retrieve domain-
specific information corresponding to a user account from
one of the domain-specific systems 108, 110, and 112.

In this instance, user data 132, instead of including sub-
scriber login data, may include account information, pin
numbers, credentials, passwords, and other data that may be
used to login to the domain-specific systems 108, 110, and
112. In this instance, financial services application 126 and
data retrieval logic 140 are used to identify the appropriate
account information to access the particular domain-specific
system. In this instance, processor 116 of portable commu-
nications device 104 executes data retrieval logic 140,
retrieves the data, processes, and presents the data to the user.

Regardless of how portable communications device 104
receives the account information, portable communications
device 104 may further process the account information to
extract data corresponding to the spoken request. If the user
asks for three transactions, portable communications device
104 can process the account information to provide an output
having the three transactions.

While the above-examples described systems for provid-
ing domain-specific information to the user, other systems
may also be used. Further, though the speech-to-text con-
verter application 122 is depicted as software stored in
memory, the converter may alternatively be implemented as
hardware and/or as a field programmable gate array (depend-
ing on the implementation). Further, one possible implemen-
tation out of many possible implementations of a method of
providing domain-specific information is described below
with respect to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method 300
of providing domain-specific information using a portable
computing device, such as a smart phone. At 302, a spoken
request is received to retrieve information related to a user
account. For example, the user may speak the following
query: “What are my last five Citibank® transactions.” Por-
table communications device 104 may treat this question as a
request. Advancing to 304, portable communications device
104 converts the spoken request into text. Continuing to 306,
portable communications device 104 executes an application
based on the text. For example, the application may be a
financial services application.

Moving to 308, portable communications device 104
retrieves user account data from a remote data source using
the application. Proceeding to 310, portable communications
device 104 processes the user account data to produce an
output based on the test. In this example, the user specified the
last five Citibank® transactions, so portable communications
device 104 processes the user account data to extract the last
five Citibank® transactions to produce the output. Continu-
ing to 312, portable communications device 104 converts the
output into a speech output. Advancing to 314, portable com-
munications device 104 provides the speech output to a
speaker for reproduction as an audible output signal. In an
alternative example, portable communications device 104
can provide the output to a display as text, graphics or both.

Method 300 represents one possible example a process for
providing domain-specific information to the user; however,
other methods are also possible. For example, blocks 212 and
214 may be omitted and the output may be provided to a
display, such a user interface 118, instead. Further, while in
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the above-example, the information is retrieved and provide
by portable communications device 104, it should be appre-
ciated that at least some of the processes may be performed by
a server in communication with portable communications
device 104. An example of a method of providing domain-
specific information to the user from the perspective of a
server (such as data retrieval system 102 in FIG. 1) in com-
munication with the portable communications device 104 is
described below with respect to FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a second embodiment of a
method 400 of providing domain-specific information using a
server 102 configured to communicate with a portable com-
puting device, such as a smart phone. At 402, the server 102
receives a request from a portable computing device (such as
portable communications device 104 in FIGS. 1 and 2).
Advancing to 404, the server 102 accesses a subscriber
account associated with the subscriber based on the request.
The subscriber account data is stored in a memory of server
102.

Continuing to 406, the server 102 retrieves domain-spe-
cific account information from the subscriber account based
on the text. The domain-specific account information
includes login information that can be used to access the
user’s account within the domain-specific system. Moving to
408, the server 102 retrieves data from a domain-specific data
source using the domain-specific access information. In an
example, the domain-specific access information includes
login and/or access information that allows server 102 to
interact with and access the user’s account data associated
with the domain-specific access information.

Advancing to 410, server 102 optionally processes the
retrieved data according to the text to produce output data.
The output data can include an extracted portion of the
retrieved data. Proceeding to 412, server 102 sends the output
data to the portable computing device 104.

In the example of FIG. 4, the server receives text from the
portable communications device; however, in some instances
the portable communications device 104 communicates the
audio data to server 102, which may be configured to convert
the audio data into text and then to proceed with block 404 of
method 400. While method 400 is one possible example,
various steps of method 400 may be altered or omitted. In a
particular example, the text may include the subscriber
account information and block 406 may be omitted. Addi-
tionally, in some instances, block 410 may be omitted.

In conjunction with the systems and methods of FIGS. 1-4,
asystem is disclosed that includes a portable communications
device, such as a smart phone, and at least one domain-
specific data source (suchas a server of a credit card company,
a bank, or another enterprise). The portable communications
device is configured to receive a user request corresponding to
a natural language request (or text input) and to communicate
with one or more domain-specific data sources to retrieve data
corresponding to the user query. The portable communica-
tions device can further process the data to provide an output
corresponding to the user request.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the art
will recognize that changes may be made in form and detail
without departing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer readable storage device embodying instruc-
tions that, when executed by a processor of a portable com-
munications device, cause the processor to perform a method
comprising:

receiving a natural language request corresponding to an

audio input associated with a user;
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automatically selecting an application from a plurality of
applications based on the natural language request, the
selected application configured to retrieve the account
information from selected ones of a plurality of domain-
specific data sources;

retrieving account information associated with the user

from a domain-specific data source of the plurality of
domain-specific data sources through a network based
on the natural language request;

filtering the account information based on the natural lan-

guage request to produce output information, the output

information including a portion of the account informa-

tion according to the natural language request; and
providing the output information to an output interface.

2. The computer readable storage device of claim 1,
wherein:

the computer readable storage medium further embodies

instructions that, when executed by the processor, cause
the processor to convert the output information to an
audible output; and

the output interface comprises one of a speaker and an

audio output terminal configurable to reproduce the
audible output.

3. The computer readable storage device of claim 1,
wherein the computer readable storage medium further
embodies instructions that, when executed by the processor,
cause the processor to convert the audio input into the natural
language request.

4. The computer readable storage device of claim 1,
wherein the instructions that cause the processor to commu-
nicate with the domain-specific data source include instruc-
tions that, when executed, cause the processor to:

present credentials to the domain-specific data source to

login; and

retrieve the account information from the domain-specific

data source.

5. The computer readable storage device of claim 1,
wherein the instructions that cause the processor to commu-
nicate with the domain-specific data source include instruc-
tions that, when executed, cause the processor to:

transmit the natural language request and user-specific

authentication data to a server configured to communi-
cate with the domain-specific data source; and

receive the account information associated with the user

from the server.

6. The computer readable storage device of claim 1, further
including instructions that, when executed, cause the proces-
sor to extract data from the account information to produce
the output information.

7. The computer readable storage device of claim 6,
wherein the data includes a listing of a number of recent
transactions associated with the user.

8. The computer readable storage device of claim 7,
wherein the number is specified in the natural language
request corresponding to the natural language request.

9. A portable communications device comprising:

a microphone configured to convert sounds into an audio

signal;

a speaker;

aprocessor coupled to the microphone and the speaker; and

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory compris-

ing instructions that, when executed by the processor,

cause the processor to:

convert an audio signal into a natural language request;

automatically select an application from a plurality of
applications based on the natural language request,
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the application configured to communicate with a
plurality of domain-specific data sources;

retrieve financial account data from a selected one of the
plurality of domain-specific data sources using the
application;

process the financial account data according to a portion
of'the natural language request to produce output data
corresponding to the portion; and

provide audio data to the speaker based on the output
data.

10. The portable communications device of claim 9, further
comprising:

a transceiver coupled to the processor and configured to

couple to a communications network, and

wherein the processor executes instructions to retrieve the

financial account data through the communications net-
work.

11. The portable communications device of claim 10,
wherein the instructions that cause the processor to retrieve
financial account data from a selected one of the plurality of
domain-specific data sources include instructions that, when
executed, cause the processor to:

transmit the natural language request and user-specific

authentication data to a server configured to communi-
cate with the domain-specific data source using the
transceiver; and

receive the financial account information associated with

the user from the server.

12. The portable communications device of claim 9, further
including instructions that, when executed, cause the proces-
sor to process the financial account information based on the
natural language request to produce output information.

13. The portable communications device of claim 12,
wherein the output information includes a listing of a number
of recent transactions associated with the user.

14. The portable communications device of claim 13
wherein the number is specified in the natural language
request corresponding to the natural language request.

15. The portable communications device of claim 9,
wherein the portable communications device comprises at
least one of a smart phone, a tablet computer, a laptop com-
puter, and a personal digital assistant.
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16. A method comprising:

receiving a natural language request corresponding to an
audio input from a user at a portable communications
device;
automatically selecting an application from a plurality of
applications stored in a memory of the portable commu-
nications device based on the natural language request,
the application configured to communicate with a plu-
rality of domain-specific data sources;
retrieving financial account data from a domain-specific
data source of the plurality of domain-specific data
sources through a network in response to the natural
language request using the application executing on the
portable communications device;
determining at least a portion of the financial account data
corresponding to the natural language request; and

providing at least the portion of the financial account data
to an output interface of the portable communications
device.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein retrieving the finan-
cial account data comprises:

determining a query based on the natural language request,

the query including data related to the natural language
request;

transmitting the query from the portable communications

device to a computing device through a network; and
receiving the financial account data from the server in
response to transmitting the query.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein retrieving the finan-
cial account data comprises:

determining a query based on the natural language request,

the query formatted for the domain-specific data source;
and

accessing the domain-specific data source using the query

to retrieve the financial account data.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein providing the at least
a portion of the financial account data comprises:

selecting a portion of the financial account data;

formatting the selected portion; and

providing the selected portion to an output interface; and

wherein the output interface comprises a speaker.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the portable commu-
nications device comprises at least one of a smart phone, a
tablet computer, a laptop computer, and a personal digital
assistant.



